2019 – The Australian Curriculum General Capabilities Workshop Series
Dr Tracey McAskill joins AISACT again in 2019 to ‘flip the Australian Curriculum cube’, this time exploring the curriculum
through the dimension of the General Capabilities.
Registration via professional.learning@ais.act.edu.au

These ‘not to be missed’ professional learning opportunities build on the resounding success of the 2018 Australian
Curriculum Achievement Standards Workshop Series.

Overview: This Australian Curriculum General Capabilities workshop series seeks to improve the delivery of the general capabilities and promote
aligned practice in AISACT schools by targeting the following curriculum knowledge and skills:







The structure, categorisation and representation of general capabilities
The representation of capabilities in achievement standards and implications for assessing the general capabilities
The role of pedagogy or teaching strategies in supporting the general capabilities
The role of topics and resources in supporting the general capabilities
Links between the capabilities and cross-curriculum priorities
Whole school approaches to the general capabilities

Dr Tracey McAskill
Dr Tracey McAskill is uniquely positioned to develop and deliver professional development on the Australian Curriculum in general and the achievement
standards in particular. She managed the development of 24 of the 34 subjects of the F-10 Australian Curriculum. Therefore, she possesses unrivalled
knowledge of the construct and intent of the Australian Curriculum. She also developed the validation of achievement standards process and managed
the implementation of this process for all 34 subjects of the Australian Curriculum. Her deep understanding of the design and role of achievement
standards makes her an ideal candidate to develop and deliver high quality professional development and associated artefacts in a way that deepens
teachers’ knowledge of the curriculum and equips them with the skills to collaboratively plan at a whole school and classroom level.
Tracey has extensive experience in professional development, both in her capacity as a manager at ACARA where she upskilled writers on the design of
the curriculum, and internationally where she designed and delivered professional development to writers of a standards-based national curriculum.
Tracey also has a strong track record of successfully carrying out projects on time and on budget. These include the development of additional languages
for the Commonwealth Department of Education, mapping resources of the ATO and ASIC to the Australian Curriculum, and working with international
partners to provide advice on the process of curriculum development and the quality of draft curricula (including Brazil and Saudi Arabia).
As one of the most experienced curriculum developers in the area, Tracey will provide significant curriculum expertise relevant to the needs of this
project.

The delivery of this series is outlined below:
Dates
Thursday 14 March 2019
(9.00 – 10.00am)

Thursday 14 March 2019
(4.00 -6.00pm)

Tuesday 14 May 2019
(4.00 -6.00pm)

Overview

Venue

Masterclass for Principals
Overview of GC workshop series key points: (1 hrs)
 The structure, categorisation and representation of general capabilities
 The representation of capabilities in achievement standards and implications for assessing the general
capabilities
 The role of pedagogy or teaching strategies in supporting the general capabilities
 The role of topics and resources in supporting the general capabilities
 Links between the capabilities and cross-curriculum priorities
 Whole school approaches to the general capabilities

Training Room: Office of
AISACT
16 Thesiger Court
Deakin, ACT 2600

Workshop 1 - The next dimension – An introduction to the general capabilities (2 hrs)
(For all primary & secondary teachers)

Canberra Girls Grammar School

The number of general capabilities (7) is often overwhelming for teachers, especially given the widely held
view that the curriculum is already overcrowded. This workshop lessens the burden on teachers by showing
how the capabilities relate to different learning areas and how they can be categorised to seamlessly but
explicitly become part of what teachers already do. Teachers will also engage with strategies on how the
capabilities can be managed in the context of whole-school planning.

Workshop 2: Literacy and numeracy and the role of learning areas in supporting their development (2 hrs)
(For all primary & secondary teachers)
Although literacy and numeracy are taught explicitly in English and Mathematics respectively, every teacher
has a responsibility to support students to develop and extend their literacy and numeracy skills. This
workshop unpacks the literacy and numeracy capabilities and provides participants with a range of strategies
they can use, regardless of what they teach, to support the literacy and numeracy development of their
students. It is a very practical workshop with a range of hands-on experiences.

Multi-purpose learning space Yhuuramulum
Yarralumla Bay – Lake Precinct

Canberra Girls Grammar School
Multi-purpose learning space Yhuuramulum
Yarralumla Bay – Lake Precinct

Tuesday 10 Sept 2019
(4.00 -6.00pm)

Workshop 3: Planning for ICT, Critical and Creative Thinking and Personal and Social Capability (2 hrs)
(For all primary & secondary teachers)
While elements of these capabilities have a home in some learning areas, they will not be developed in any
one learning area alone. This workshop shows where these capabilities naturally fit and provides a range of
strategies that teachers can use to support their students to develop these capabilities. The backwards
design process is used to guide teacher planning and a number of teaching strategies that support these
capabilities are explored. Teachers are also provide with strategies to incorporate these capabilities as part
of a broader whole school plan.

Wednesday 30 Oct 2019
(4.00 -6.00pm)

Workshop 4: Delivering on Ethical Understanding and Intercultural Understanding (2 hrs)
(For all primary & secondary teachers)
These general capabilities that focus on equipping students to ‘live’ in a complex, plural and dynamic world,
are not strongly represented in the content of the Australian Curriculum. This workshop unpacks these
capabilities and explores ways that teachers can support students to develop these capabilities, particularly
through their selection of topics, teaching strategies and resources. The goal is to provide teachers with the
tools to meaningfully incorporate this learning without adding to what they need to teach in order for
students to achieve the standard. As with the other workshops, ways to incorporate the capabilities in
whole school planning are explored.

Professional Standards
Principal Standard
 Leading teaching and learning
Teacher Standards
1.1
Physical, social and intellectual development and
characteristics
1.2
Students with diverse linguistic, cultural, religious and
socioeconomic backgrounds
1.4
Strategies for teaching Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
students

2.5
2.6
3.6
6.2
6.3

Canberra Girls Grammar School
Multi-purpose learning space Yhuuramulum
Yarralumla Bay – Lake Precinct

Canberra Girls Grammar School
Multi-purpose learning space Yhuuramulum
Yarralumla Bay – Lake Precinct

Literacy and numeracy strategies
Information and Communication Technology
Evaluate and improve teaching programs
Engage in professional learning and improve practice
Engage with colleagues and improve practice

