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BEST SUPERHERO?



WORST DICTATOR?



Teachers need to use various approaches 

to hone the art of argument by deciding on 

and defending issues of significance, 

conducting debates, putting historical 

figures on trial and using a spectrum to 

make judgements. The aim of quality 

discussion and disagreement is to ensure 

an argument becomes the foundation of 

students’ written work. 



What classroom discussion IS 

- Real discussions require accountability; learn from 

one another. 

- Discussions involve disagreement, not direct 

interpersonal disputes. 

- They involve moving from less knowledge about a 

topic to more knowledge. 

Harvard Graduate School of Education



“When I hear people in debates say that 

there is no need to teach knowledge 

because you can just look it up on 

Google, I think that is profoundly wrong. 

Knowledge has to have roots. ... You can’t 

effectively debate, argue and reason 

without knowledge and understanding.” 
Melissa Benn, School Wars 2012  



HOW DO WE DO IT?

Surface Learning Deep Learning 

Facts/Knowledge always precede skills 

Two Secrets: 

Explicit and Practiced



IDEAS:





FINAL NOTE:

We need to respect the faith positions of our schools and the truths taught.

…”be prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you to give the reason for 

the hope that you have.  But do this with 

gentleness and respect.” I Peter 3:15.
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