FOSTERING DISCUSSION
AND DISAGREEMENT IN THE
CLASSROOM










Teachers need to use various approaches
to hone the art of argument by deciding on
and defending issues of significance,
conducting debates, putting historical
figures on trial and using a spectrum to
make judgements. The aim of quality
discussion and disagreement Is to ensure
an argument becomes the foundation of
students’ written work.




What classroom discussion IS

- Real discussions require accountability; learn from
one another.

- Discussions involve disagreement, not direct
interpersonal disputes.

- They involve moving from less knowledge about a
topic to more knowledge.




“When | hear people in debates say that
there is no need to teach knowledge
because you can just look it up on
Google, | think that is profoundly wrong.
Knowledge has to have roots. ...You can’t
effectively debate, argue and reason
without knowledge and understanding.”
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Consider

Look back at your learning journey,
| Which strategies worked best? What
| wouldyou change next time? How

|

Can.you apply your news

understanding to different contexts?) §

c: UNDPin Europe and Central Asia - https: //www.flickr.com/photos /469201152 N03
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