
General 
Capabilities 
Observations
Sophie Peacock, Jennifer Missen and 
Bronwyn Milgate - Daramalan College



Observation 1:

Choose the capability 

according to the students’ 

needs



Sophie

ICT: Investigating with ICT (define and plan searches)

Thinking critically
- Pose questions to probe 

assumptions and investigate 
complex issues

- Critically analyse information 
and evidence according to 
criteria such as validity and 
relevance

- Evaluate and justify the 
reasons behind choosing a 
particular problem-solving 
strategy

ICT Capability
- Locate, retrieve or generate 

information using search 
facilities and organise 
information in meaningful ways

- Assess the suitability of data or 
information using appropriate 
own criteria



Maths

The assignment



The idea was...

That they would create something like this
for several items and compare the gradients
midpoints and distances.



Focus for Personal and Social Capability 

Self-awareness

● make a realistic assessment of their abilities and achievements, and prioritise areas for 
improvement

Self-management

● critique their effectiveness in working independently by identifying enablers and barriers to 
achieving goals

● select, use and analyse strategies that assist in regulating behaviour and achieving personal 
and learning goals



Observation 2:

Effective teaching of the capabilities 

requires a distinctive planning shift 







Observation 3:

Resources and support are needed to 
enable the effective teaching of 

capabilities in the classroom





Observation 4:

Change happens when you target 

the skills



Observation 5:

The General Capabilities need to be 

embedded across the school



Introducing teaching through the 
General Capabilities

● Faculty PD
● Teachmeets 
● Building resources and experience




