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Welcome to Independent Voice Quarterly
Independent Voice Quarterly keeps school communities 
informed about the national decisions shaping 
Independent education and the work Independent 
Schools Australia is doing on your behalf.

In our last edition, we said ISA was preparing a national 
campaign to strengthen public understanding of 
Independent schools, the families who choose them and 
the contribution they make.

You’re part of something bigger

On 20 July, ISA launched School Choice Counts and a 
new national report, The Great Education Shift.

You may have seen campaign advertising carrying the 
message:

You’re part of something bigger.

That message reflects the scale and diversity of 
Independent schooling across Australia.

Independent schools educate more than 767,000 
students across 1,240 schools. They include small 
community schools and large schools, metropolitan and 
remote schools, faith-based and non-faith schools, special 
schools, Special Assistance Schools, boarding schools, 
culturally specific schools and Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander community-controlled schools.

There is no single Independent school experience, just as 
there is no single type of family that chooses one.

Every enrolment represents a personal decision by a 
family looking for the school they believe will help their 
child learn, belong and thrive.

The central proposition behind the campaign is simple:

Parents are choosing. Policy should reflect reality.

Families value their choice, but affordability matters

Families are making school decisions while facing 
the same cost-of-living pressures as the rest of the 
community.

Our research found:
	— 66 per cent identified cost of living as the most 

important issue they wanted government to address. 
	— 53 per cent said they were under significant financial 

pressure. 
	— 57 per cent had saved specifically for school fees for 

at least three years. 
	— 75 per cent had adjusted household budgets to afford 

current fees. 
	— Families reported reducing holiday spending, cutting 

non-essential purchases and, in some cases, cutting 
essential or housing expenditure. 

These findings show how strongly families value the 
school they have chosen. They also show that family 
capacity to contribute is not unlimited.

That is why affordability is central to ISA’s advocacy.

When school costs rise or public funding falls behind, the 
pressure ultimately reaches families through higher fees, 
reduced programs, deferred facilities or fewer services.



Taking your story into the national debate

The funding facts families should know

Every Australian child receives some 
government funding towards their 
education, regardless of whether 
they attend a government, Catholic or 
Independent school.

The latest available national figures show average 
government recurrent funding of approximately:

	— $26,140 per student in government schools 
	— $16,280 per student in Catholic schools 

	— $13,550 per student in Independent schools 

These are national mean averages. Individual Independent 
schools receive different amounts according to student 
need and their community’s assessed Capacity to 
Contribute.

Schools serving communities with a lower capacity 
receive more base public funding. Schools serving higher-
income communities receive less, sometimes substantially 
less than the Independent sector average.

Families and school communities contribute to bridge the 
remaining gap.

In 2024, they contributed $11.2 billion to Independent 
schools through recurrent and capital funding, meeting 
more than half of the total cost of Independent schooling. 
The median annual fee across Independent schools was 
approximately $6,060.

Australia needs strong government, Catholic and 
Independent schools. ISA’s position is that every student 
should be recognised, funding should remain needs-
based and predictable, and policy changes should 
consider their effect on affordability and access.

The School Choice Counts campaign launch brought 
together:

	— The Great Education Shift report 
	— a redesigned School Choice Counts website 
	— digital outdoor advertising 
	— social and digital advertising 
	— national media engagement 
	— tailored correspondence to federal politicians 
	— direct briefings with Government, Opposition and 

crossbench offices 

The campaign was visible in locations and electorates 
where national education decisions are discussed and 
made, including Canberra and Adelaide during the 
Australian Labor Party National Conference.

The campaign launch also generated 151 media 
mentions, with a combined reported potential reach of 
11.66 million.

There is more important work to follow.

ISA is using the campaign to brief political leaders 
about the choices families are making, the contribution 
they make and the pressures they face. We are asking 
politicians across the spectrum to do more than agree 
privately. We want visible advocates who are prepared to:

	— speak publicly about parental choice 
	— visit Independent schools and meet families 
	— make parliamentary contributions 
	— challenge inaccurate stereotypes 
	— consider affordability when funding or regulation 

changes 
	— recognise the contribution Independent schools make 

to Australia 

ISA will continue responding publicly when school 
communities or families are misrepresented.

We strongly support investment in public education. We 
will also continue standing up for the students and families 
who choose Independent schools.

During the first week:

	— campaign advertising reached more than 500,000 
people 

	— advertisements were viewed at least 1,500,000 
times 

	— more than 6,000 people visited the website



Independent schools making national news

School choice recognised in Parliament

Independent schooling and parental 
choice were the subject of a recent 
motion debated in the House of 
Representatives. This called on 
Parliament to support all schools, 
regardless of sector, recognise the 
contribution of Independent, Catholic 

and other non-government schools, and acknowledge the 
role parents play in choosing the school they believe best 
meets their child’s needs. 

The debate included recognition that Australia’s education 
system is stronger when government, Catholic and 
Independent schools all contribute, and that families 
choose schools for many different reasons, including 
quality, values, safety, opportunity and individual student 
need. 

Independent school students, families and communities 
were being discussed positively in the national Parliament 
as an important part of Australia’s education system.

That is the kind of broader understanding School Choice 
Counts is seeking to build.

ISA will continue working constructively with 
representatives from across the Parliament to ensure 
Independent school communities are understood and 
heard.

Closing the gap in Arnhem Land

A recent feature in The Australian highlighted the work of 
Dhupuma Barker School in Gunyangara, Arnhem Land.

Established in 2021 through a partnership between the 
Yothu Yindi Foundation and Barker College in Sydney, 
the school was created in response to a vision from 
Yolŋu leaders for high-quality, on-country education that 
strengthens language, culture and identity.

What began with two transportable classrooms has 
grown into an Independent school serving almost 70 
students and providing a powerful example of what can 
be achieved when local community leadership, culture and 
educational expertise come together.

The school celebrates Yolŋu language, culture and 
identity while supporting strong attendance, learning and 
engagement.

Stories like this challenge the idea that Independent 
schools all look the same or serve the same communities.

Communities investing in education

News Corp mastheads also recently highlighted the 
support provided to schools by parents, former students 
and philanthropists.

From sausage sizzles, raffles and community fundraising 
to scholarships and major philanthropic gifts, these 
contributions help fund classrooms, libraries, sporting 
facilities, student support and educational programs.

Families and communities do more than choose 
Independent schools. They help build, sustain and improve 
them for future generations.

Strong public education and strong non-
government education are not competing goals. 
Australia benefits when every sector is able to 
serve students well and families have meaningful 
choices.



Staying Connected

School communities can help by sharing accurate 
information about Independent schooling and telling their 
own stories.

Schools may wish to share:

	— the School Choice Counts website 
	— The Great Education Shift report 
	— campaign facts and resources 
	— stories about families, staff, students and community 

partnerships 
	— information about how government decisions affect 

affordability and access 

Parents can also sign up for updates and follow the 
campaign as political engagement continues.

Stay informed:
https://schoolchoicecounts.isa.edu.au/stay-in-
formed/

Visit School Choice Counts:
https://schoolchoicecounts.isa.edu.au

Read The Great Education Shift:
https://schoolchoicecounts.isa.edu.au/research/
thegreateducationshiftreport

How schools and families can be involved

What ISA is asking governments to do

Across School Choice Counts, the funding debate and our 
regional work, ISA’s requests are straightforward.

Families are already making their choices.

Schools are already educating students, employing 
staff, building facilities and supporting communities.

Policy should reflect that reality.

We are asking governments and political leaders to:

	— recognise every student, regardless of the school 
they attend 

	— respect the choices families make 
	— maintain stable, transparent and needs-based 
funding 

	— keep affordability in view when policy or regulation 
changes 

	— describe schools and families accurately rather 
than through stereotypes 

	— work with the sector before decisions affecting 
schools and families are finalised 

Independent schools are diverse, community-driven and 
an essential part of Australian education.

ISA will continue working with the eight state and territory 
Associations of Independent Schools to ensure the 
contribution of schools and families is understood and 
respected in national decision-making.

We will keep advocating for fair and stable funding, school 
choice and policy settings that allow every child to access 
the education that best meets their needs.

Your school choice counts. You’re part of something 
bigger.
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