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Co-Design
and 
Student Agency
in core PBL



• Inter-disciplinary PBL program, 7-10

• Complementary and Core

• Australian curriculum content links and GCs

• Initial roll-out, 7 and 9 in 2018

Ad Astra at Canberra Girls



Years 7 and 8: one full school day 

per fortnight

Year 9: immersion, one week

per term

Year 10: 80-minute timetabled class 

per week

Ad Astra at Canberra Girls



A Young Capital

Design solutions for our city

Perspectives… It’s all about the User

Desirable, feasible and viable

Year 9 Ad Astra at Canberra Girls



Student voice informs

• Practice

• Processes

• Exhibitions

• Showcases

• Plenaries

Voice, Choice and Agency



Student choice is embedded

• Teams

• Projects

• Products

• Portfolios

• Streams

Voice, Choice and Agency



Student agency is critical

• Self-directed

• Opt-in tutorials

• Reflective practice

• Freedom to continue or 

terminate projects and 

ideas

Voice, Choice and Agency



• Explicit inclusion of student voice and agency

• A risk

• Time-consuming

• Worth it

Co-Design



Where in the World?

Design solutions for global problems 

Wide research… context, connection

Desirable, feasible and viable

Year 10 Ad Astra at Canberra Girls



1. Case for change

2. Examples of Practice

3. Safe challenge

4. Opt-in co-design

Co-Design in four ‘easy’ steps



Opt-in Co-design



Opt-in Co-design

• Re-framed ‘aims’ as ‘how might we?’ questions

• Students collated data and produced a class plan

• Teachers moderated plans

• Program updated to reflect recommendations



Insights

1. Need for flexibility

2. Anxiety - having to ‘know’

3. Just-in-time workshops

4. Optional and multimodal

5. 1:1 conversations

Before and after co-design



1. Embed authentic student voice

2. Learn from Google model of rapid iteration

3. Teams are best, not just for the students

4. Constant review and real-time feedback

5. Real options and opportunities for extension

Takeaways



Questions?
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